FIRST VICEROYALTY OF THE DECCAN                  79
Nizamu'1-Mulk was against the defeatist policy of
abdication of the Deccan to the Marathas, adopted by
Zulfiqar Khan. During his short stay in the Deccan, he
succeeded in abrogating the impossible and harmful
arrangement made between Zulfiqar Khan and Raja
Sahu. Its maintenance was not only disgraceful to the
Imperial authority, but it also tended to the oppression
and impoverishment of the people and the virtual paralysis
of Government. He regarded it as possessing no validity
whatsoever. Nizamu'1-Mulk showed bold initiative in the
stupendous task of restoring all the Mughal conquests
in the Deccan, and re-establishing the Imperial authority,
although the Emperor himself was evidently not enthusi-
astic for the same, being afraid lest the attempt' might
plunge him in a sea of troubles.
Nizamu'1-Mulk showed masterly grasp of the situation
and an intimate acquaintance with the problems of the
Deccan. During his short stay there, he succeeded in.
effectively checking the encroachments of the Marathas.
He crushed swiftly and completely all sporadic attempts
at rebellion incited by their secret agents and restored
peace* By strict economy and care in the management of
the finances, as well as by reorganizing the revenue sys-
tem, which had become corrupt and iniquitous, he res-
tored the prosperity of the country. He abolished the pay-
ment of the large sums which Zulfiqar Khan had engaged
himself to pay, by way of blackmail, to the Maratha court.
His untimely recall gave the latter an opportunity to re-
assert its claims and strengthen its hold on* the Deccan.